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_ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 

TsHOrSeD STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY .S SET TO EXPIRE MONTH(S) FROM 

mailing date of this commun.cat.on. statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will bo considered timely. 

- H the period for reply specified above s less than thtrty 130) days. MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
. ,f NO peHod for rep* - specify above^the r»«~n ■ ^^^^^^^T^^WB> (3* U.S.C. S 133). 

- Failure to repry within the set or extended penod for reply w.ll. by ^J™*^^^ 6Ven „ timelv iM . may reduce any 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailmg date of the communicate. « tmn ry .may 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 



1 ) 53 Responsive to communication(s) filed on Mar 18, 2003 
2a) 53 This action is FINAL. 



za) 50 in.s action « r. wt . 2b) □ This action is non-final. 

3>D Since this app.ication is in condition for allowance except for forma. ^^ZT^T ^ " 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 . 453 O.G. n J. 

Disposition of Claims . „ 0+ !«r, 

is/are pending in the application 

4)B Claim (s) til— ■ 



4a) Of the above, claim(s) _ 
5)D Claim(s) 



6) 53 Claim(s) 1-11 

7) D Claim(s) 

8) D Claims 



is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



_ are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

9)D The specification is objected to by the Examiner 



10)D The drawing(s) filed on _ 



is/are a) □ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 



Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be he.d in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a) 

t . lafi „ n is- a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on 's. a' 1 - 1 «w 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

1 2) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 ,« 

13) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e)-(d) or (f). 

a)D All b)D Some* c)D None of: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. • 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority ^^^^^^ in tNS St " e 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
•See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 
a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§120 and/or 121. 

Attachments) g) ^ ^ 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) <— 1 

i— i . _ „ „ o.,,;^ iPTO-q^ai 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO- 152) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-a48) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement!*) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s). 6) □ Other ^ 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-11 are pending in this application. The Request for Reconsideration dated 
3/18/03 has been considered but is not deemed persuasive. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
1. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 

in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Matsui 
et al. (5,403,630) or Ueno et al. (4,532,199) for the reasons listed in the previous office action. 
2 Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yamazaki et al. (6,183,816) for the reasons listed in the previous office action. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 3/18/03 have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that the references fail to teach the advantage of the use of only Kr 
and/or Xe gas as the inert gas component (p.2). 

The examiner disagrees. Matsui, Ueno, and Yamazaki clearly teach the use of individual 
rare gases as noted in col.4 lines 27-41, Table 1, and col. 15 lines 34-48, respectively, 

Applicant next argues that Ueno Declaration established sworn data persuasive of 
patentability (p.3). 
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The examiner disagrees. The Ueno Declaration teaches of depositing silicon oxide with 
different inert gases (Experiment on p.3). The results show that thicker Si0 2 films and reduced 
interface trap densities are achieved. However, it is noted that this is only shown for Si0 2 films. 
Declarant has not established the same for other materials. It is noted that the claimed invention 
does not presently recite the materials utilized. Hence, the Declaration is not commensurate in 
scope with the instant claims. 

Applicant's arguments have been considered but are not deemed persuasive. 

4 THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 
1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, 
will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Bret Chen whose telephone number is (703) 308-3809. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 10:00 am to 7:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiners supervisor, 
Shrive Beck, can be reached on (703) 308-2333. The fax phone number for this Group is (703) 
872-93 1 0 Amendment After Finals should be faxed to (703) 872-93 11. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 
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be 

June 1, 2003 

BRET CHEN 
PRIMARY EXAfc»£R 



